
August is dog and cat   
Dental Awareness Month.  
 

This is the month we en-
courage all owners of dogs 
and cats to spend some 
time assessing the oral 

health of their animals and address 
these problems at a reduced cost.  

 

This year the cost will be $285.00 
(normally costs over $600.00). 

  

This cost includes the anaesthetic, 
intravenous fluids, hospitalization, 
the dental work, the medications 
used during the procedure and the 
antibiotics used in the hospital.  
But if the animal requires teeth to be 
removed or medication to go home 
with then there will be extra charges .  
 

All animals who are 8 years of age or 
older will need to have a blood test BE-
FORE we administer an anaesthetic. 
This blood test is used to detect hidden 
problems such as kidney or liver upsets, 
anaemia, diabetes etc. that may affect 
the overall outcome of the procedure.  
The cost for this will be $95.00 
(normally $105.00) 
 

We strongly recommend blood tests 
for all animals undergoing an anaes-
thetic. 
All associated costs would be discussed 
with the owner at the time of admission. 
More and more evidence is emerging 
from laboratories and universities to 
show that dental and oral hygiene play 
an important role in the normal immune 
system of an animal.  

A staggering 80% of internal diseases 
associated with bacteria and fungi that 
occur in animals are thought to find 
their way into the body via the mouth.  
    

To maximize the health of our pets 
and to increase the probability of 
them leading a long and healthy life 
it is necessary to address dental and 
oral problems at least once a year. 
 

Most owners are aware that dogs and 
cats are living longer now-a-days and a 
lot of that is because of better nutrition, 
better housing and overall better pre-
vention of illness and debilitating dis-
eases. 
There is overwhelming evidence in uni-
versity studies to show that all dogs 
and cats benefit from having their den-
tal and oral problems fixed and then 
prevented. 
 

All cases of oral problems need some 
form of an antibiotic to kill the patho-
logical bacteria that grow in the mouth 
of an animal. 
This antibiotic is usually used during 
the procedure and in most cases the 
animal does not need to go home on 
any antibiotics unless the animal has 
teeth removed. 
 

We are aware of the costs and we are 
also aware of the work that is involved. 
Our main aim is to prevent problems 
not to wait until they become  clinical 
or life threatening. So we (the veteri-
nary fraternity) have joined with the 
drug companies and delegated one 
month a year where we will attend to 
dental and oral problems at a reduced 

rate. 
The total cost of the dental proce-
dure is $285.00 (normally well over 
$600.00.) This cost does includes the 
whole dental procedure done in the 
clinics except of any teeth that need 
removing 
 Conditions associated with senior 
pets.  

• All animals who are 8 years of 
age or older will need a blood 
test done before the anaesthetic. 
The cost of the blood test is 
$95.00 

• This cost does NOT include 
teeth removal, antibiotics or 
pain relief to go home with if the 
attending veterinarian feels 
these are necessary. 

This Special Price occurs only for the 
month of August.  

From the 1st of September the cost of 
doing the dental work goes back to the 
normal price. 
 

We can only recommend that all dog 
and cat owners consider the benefits of 
this offer and examine their animal for 
signs of dental problems.  
The major signs of problems are 
discoloured teeth or a foul breath 
(or both). If your animal has either of 
these two signs then it is time to get 
the teeth cleaned and the oral prob-
lems addressed. 
 
Ring 41531399 East or 41591009 
Bargara for an appointment. 

Dogs vary in size tremendously and 
therefore their mouth structures also 
vary in shape and size - this causes differ-
ent problems and therefore different out-
comes. 

1. Small dogs (under the weight of 15 
Kg)    

Usually develop teeth problems by the 
time they are 3 years of age. They need 
to have these teeth and oral problems  

2. Medium sized dogs (from 15Kg to 
30Kg)  

Usually develop teeth or oral prob-
lems by the time they are 5 years old 
and need some form of oral prophylaxis 
done every 2nd year for the  rest of their 
life. 
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3. Large dogs (over the 30Kg mark)  

Do not develop problems until they 
are in their geriatric years and some 
never need to have problems addressed 

at least once every 2 years until they are 
8 years old and then every year thereaf-
ter. Some of these dogs will need dental 
work done by the time they are 3 years 
old and need dental prophylaxis every 
year after that. 

HOW COMMON ARE MOUTH PROBLEMS IN DOGS? 
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90% of cats over the age of 3 years 
will have mild decay 
within their mouth  
that should be ad-
dressed.  

Most cats between 
the age of 3 to 8 
should have their 

teeth cleaned professionally at least 
once every 2 years.  

Between the age of 8 and 12 years 
most cats should have their teeth 
cleaned and polished professionally at 
least once every year.  

From the age of 12 years onwards—

most cats should have 
their oral problems ad-
dressed every 6 months. 

40% of cats will need 
some form of dental 
preventative work be-
fore the age of 3 years.  

HOW COMMON ARE MOUTH PROBLEMS IN CATS? 

When an animal eats there are minute 
changes that occur in the oral cavity. 
Particles of food get caught in between 
teeth, there are small areas of damage 
that occur to the gums, particles of 
debris are imbedded between the 
gums and the teeth, saliva particles are 
caught on the indentations of the tooth 
enamel etc.  

These abnormal products accumulate 
on the teeth of the animal and are 
called Biofilm. 

1.The biofilm that forms on the enamel 
surface of the tooth contains plaque - 
a mixture of bacteria and a sticky pro-
tein that grows upon itself like a snow-
ball.  

2.The bacteria produce enzymes 
which literally dissolve the 
tooth and decay of the tooth 
structure starts.  

The bacteria also cause, infec-
tions of the gum—commonly 
called gingivitis.  

This in turn leads to “bad 

breath” and infections in the tonsils, 
larynx, pharynx and nasal systems. 

3. If this plaque is not mechanically 
debrided by chewing adequately tex-
tured foods or by toothbrushing then 
it becomes mineralized with magne-
sium, calcium and phosphate that is 
present in saliva. This becomes a cal-
culus—commonly called “tartar”. 

4. The tartar will mechanically push 
the gums away from the roots of the 
teeth. This allows the teeth to loosen 
in their sockets and infection to enter  
the root socket.  

The teeth will loosen and fall out or 
have to be extracted. 

This condition is called periodontitis 

and is the main problem in our ani-
mals. It is estimated that once pets are 
over 6 years of age then a staggering 
90% have some form of periodontitis. 

This periodontitis causes huge prob-
lems in the body of the pet. Every time 
they eat or groom themselves then up 
to 20,000 microbes are being directly 
put into the blood stream and these 
bacteria then have to be removed by 
the body’s immune system.  

If these bacteria are not removed 
properly then they can cause problems 
in lungs, heart, liver, spleen, spinal cord, 
kidney or other organs. 

Once the tartar forms on the  tooth only 
severe physical debridement will remove 
it.  

This should only be done by a 
professional who will not harm 
the underlying structures. It is 
also important that the teeth are 
then polished to minimize any 
ridges that may increase the at-
tachment to more biofilm. 

WHY IS IT NECESSARY TO HAVE “CLEAN TEETH”? 

The person who once said these      
famous words should have put a pa-
tent on them and he or she would 
have made a fortune by now.  

How true these words are—when we 
apply it to the dental and oral prob-
lems that our animals experience—
once a tooth has been eroded or the 
oral structures destroyed then that 
damage is done permanently. 

It is common for animal health profes-
sionals to be removing teeth that 
could have been saved with a small act 
of prevention.  

The teeth and the oral cavity play an 
important role in the overall health 
and digestive system of the animal. 

Without healthy teeth the animal los-
es its ability to start the digestive pro-
cess with the appropriate mastication 
of food and the mixing of the diges-
tive enzymes associated with saliva 
(amylase especially).  

This lack of predigestive enzymes and 
actions puts immense pressure on the 
intestinal system and often leads to 
chronic digestive problems (grass 
eating, vomiting, pancreatitis, liver 
problems etc.) 

 

University studies have identified a 
large number of internal diseases and 
organ dysfunction starts with the oral 
cavity allowing bacteria to enter the 

blood stream from infected gums and 
oral decay. 

If your animal’s teeth are starting to 
become discoloured, if you are notic-
ing that the breath is starting to 
smell, if the next door neighbour is 
wearing a gas mask every time your 
animal goes out into the yard then 
maybe there is a problem with the 
mouth of the animal that needs to be 
attended to.  

 

This month of August 
is that time. Ring 
East Bundaberg Vet-
erinary Hospital on 

PREVENTION IS BETTER THAN CURE 

*Free Yearly Dental Clean on our Ultimate Wellness Plan!!! 
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THE PROBLEM 
There is no doubt that the main 
concerns of each and every owner I 
have had to deal with over the last 
43 years of my professional life 
concerns the following 
1. What can I, the owner, do to 

make sure my animal is fit and 
healthy and leads  a long and 
happy life. 

2. What will these preventative 
measures cost? 

3. Who should I go to, to get the 
best advice and assistance 

 

Every owner I have ever dealt with 
loves their animal and only wants the 
best for them.  
They do not want to see their loved 
pet get sick or injured if they can help 
it and they would like their animal to 
live a long healthy and happy life. 
Each owner understands that there 
are some things outside their con-
trol—a dog running through the field 
that injures a foot because a careless 
rabbit left a hole, a cat who de-
cides that a certain snake 
should not be in their territory 
and foolishly decides to attack 
the snake, a bird who decides to 
land on the overhead fan while 
the fan is turned on. 

All owners understand that preven-
tion is better than cure. 
But a lot of owners struggle with the 
concept of WHAT to do and HOW can 
they afford it. 
 

THE SOLUTION 
The solution is now at hand—we have 
developed 3 different programs to assist 
the concerned owner so that they, the 
owner,  are assisted in both areas of 
WHAT to do and HOW to keep the cost 
down to a minimum. 
 

Why is there 3 different programs?  
Because each owner may have different 
concerns for their animal and  their fi-
nances. 
I know that every owner will find a pro-
gram that suites their animal the  best 
and suites their finances. 
 
I have been in this profession for a long 
time and I have not seen or heard of any 

preventative program that offers a 
better solution than these programs. 
We did not just wake up one day and 
take someone else's preventative pro-
gram and just decide to “plug it into 
ours”. 
We spent weeks formulating these 
programs for our clients. 
 

55% Discount on each program 
Each program is based on a minimum 
of 55% discount of the basic areas 
offered including allowing for a nor-
mal 3 different consultations during 
the year  of a dog with a sore ear, a cat 
with a tummy upset and a dog with 
itching. 
 

“Why are they doing this. What is 
the catch?” 
There is no catch, the only concern we 
have is to see the animals of our area 
to stay fit and healthy and if we can 
assist this as well as assist the owner 
in this endeavour than we are willing 

“to walk that path” 
 

If you want more information 
We have a lot more information 
for the owners who are interest-
ed in joining one of the Wellness 
Programs—just pick up the 
phone and ring 41531399 and 
talk to Lynelle (the manager). 

Wellness Programs that will save you, the owner,  
literally hundreds of dollars every year! 

 

• Complete Preventative Care 

• Free Vaccinations 

• Discounted worming, heartworm, flea and tick pre-

vention 

• Unlimited Consultations  

• Free revisits 

• Twice Yearly Health Assessments 

• Free dental checks 

• Free nail trims 

• Free weight programs and assessments 

• Early Detection of Problems 

• Healthy Happy Pets 

• Affordable Monthly Payments  

• Discounts on services or merchandise 

 

PREVENTION IS BETTER THAN CURE— 
make the decision to help your animal’s health  

New Concept for Total Health Care—Wellness Programs 
For 12 months of low monthly repayments each participating animal will receive 
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Avian Veterinary Work 

50% Saving on Dog Desexing  in September 
In the month of September we are offer-
ing our services to desex dogs for 50% 
off the normal price (male and female 
over 6 months and under the age of 4 
years) We have become very concerned 
with the number of puppies that are pre-
sented to animal shelters in the area be-
cause owners could not afford to have 
their animal desexed. A lot of these ani-
mals cannot be rehoused and they’re 
either kept in small cages for a long time 
or in some cases they are euthanised. 
This is a sad situation which we, as con-
cerned animal lovers, want to assist 

owners and their animals. 

So every few months, until the econo-
my gets better, we are going to offer 
our services for desexing dogs and cats 
for 50% of normal costs. We are re-
stricting these periods to small incre-
ments of time and there are only cer-
tain number of places available.  

We are ONLY offering this service in 
September for Dogs  - females must 
not be on heat or pregnant and 
males are to have both testes de-
scended.    

And don’t worry, we have not forgot-
ten about the kitty cats. For the 
Month of October, we will be desex-
ing cats (male and female over 6 
months and under the age of 4 years) 
for 50% of the normal cost  

We are ONLY offering this service 
in October for Cats - females must 
not be on heat or pregnant and 
males are to have both testes de-
scended.   Please ring 41531399 
(East) or 41591009 (Bargara) for 
more information if you are inter-
ested. 

A lot of owners 
of birds are not 
aware that we 
have two Veteri-
narians who are 
passionate 
about the health 
of birds.  

It is hard to find a vet who really 
likes treating birds – most vets treat 
bird medicine as “an add on” –  

something to dabble with but not 
something to really get involved 
with. 

But at our two practices we have 
two Vets who really love treating 
birds and will go to any length to 
make the bird recover from any 
debilitating condition. 

Both Dr Marianne and Dr Randall 

have a wealth of experi-
ence in the avian medicine 
field and I cannot recom-
mend them highly enough. 

So if you have any worries 
about your bird, if your 
bird is a little off colour 
ring  

 

East Bundaberg on  41531399 or  
Bargara on 41591009 and ask to 
talk to  Dr Marianne or Dr Randall. 

PP  100018671 

 

 

ORAL AND DENTAL DECAY ARE A MAJOR CAUSE OF ILLNESS AND PAIN IN OUR ANIMALS. 

BAD TEETH AND INFECTED GUMS ALLOWS POISONS INTO THE REST OF THE BODY  

EVERY TIME YOUR ANIMAL EATS. 

1. FREE DENTAL ASSESSMENT BY ONE OF OUR DENTAL NURSES 

2. ANY DENTAL WORK DONE IS OVER 50% CHEAPER  

SO ACT NOW AS THE SPACES ARE LIMITED 

RING 41531399 or 41591009  

FOR AN APPOINTMENT 

DENTAL AWARENESS MONTH—AUGUST 

AUGUST IS DENTAL AWARENESS MONTH!! 
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